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2023 
Annual Report 

 

The Mission of the Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library Foundation & Friends is to support and enhance 

the Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library by raising funds for information resources, programs, services, 

and facilities. The Library Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization led by a volunteer board of 

directors and supported by individual donors and community partners. 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Back row, L to R: Cindi Galabota, Executive Director; Al 

Northrop, Member; Debra Hepler, President; Kim Moore, 

Member 

Front row, L to R: Katie Dobbins, member; Carol Sheets, 

Secretary; Randi Everett, member; Staci Prutsman, member 

Not pictured: Alan Saltzstein, Vice President 

 

 

Chief Administrative Personnel 

Cindi Galabota, the Library Foundation’s first Executive Director, has been with 

the Library Foundation since 2018. She considers herself a humanitarian and 

environmentalist and is passionate about improving life on earth for all living 

things, one opportunity at a time. Ms. Galabota also embraces the belief that 

anything is possible with a little creativity, passion and elbow grease.  She has 

spent most of her career in nonprofits, working with people of all ages and 

backgrounds.   
 

Prior to her employment with the Ruby Sisson Library Foundation & Friends, Ms. 

Galabota was the first executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Archuleta County. Before settling 

in the southwest, she worked at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science in the education 

department and the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago, Illinois. Through her professional experiences, Ms. 
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Galabota has gained insight into the best practices of fundraising, community relations, volunteer 

coordination, and general administrative management in nonprofits. 
 

When Ms. Galabota is not working she is usually with her husband, Scott; her children, Donovan and 

Corinna; and her dogs, Hadley and Peggy.  She enjoys hiking, playing Frisbee, and macrame. 

 
Benefits to the Community 

The Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library is truly a community hub and 

provides services, resources, and programs to all people without regard 

to socioeconomic background, age, race/ethnicity, sex, etc. We are one 

of downtown’s most visited destinations with an average of 6500 

visitors each month.  
 

In addition to books and computers, your Ruby M. Sisson Memorial 

Library is a place where people of all ages gather to explore, share, 

discover, and dream. We are a warm sanctuary for some and a refuge 

from loneliness for others. We provide online access to education and 

employment opportunities, literacy support for children and adults, 

access to information and life-long learning opportunities that are free 

of charge for everyone in the community.  

 
Facts and Figures 
Total visitors to the Library in 2023 was 72,450, a 20% increase over 
2022. 
 

Library staff answered 8200 computer and reference questions in 2023, a 23% increase over 2022. 
 

Community groups reserved the Library’s meeting space 458 times in 2023.  This number does not 
include all of the times library staff had to turn groups away due to lack of availability. 
 

Number of Programs offered at the Ruby Sisson Library 

 2023 2022 % increase 

Children 233 154 51% 

Young adult and Teen 108 82 32% 

Adult 207 147 41% 

TOTAL PROGRAMS 548 383 43% 
 

Program Attendance offered at the Ruby Sisson Library 

 2023 2022 % increase 

Children 3218 1736 85% 

Young adult and Teen 585 213 175% 

Adult 1029 640 61% 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE 4832 2589 87% 

 

 

 

Students of all ages participate in 

the intergenerational chess club 

at the Ruby Sisson Library. 
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Financial Summary 

In 2023, the staff and volunteers of the Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library Foundation spent a majority 

of their fundraising efforts towards the Capital Campaign. Year-end fundraising for general operating 

support was successfully completed in December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishments in 2023  

Approximately 85% of the work completed by the staff and volunteers of the Ruby Sisson Library 

Foundation & Friends was directed towards the Mountains of Opportunity capital campaign to 

expand and renovate the Ruby Sisson Library.   

 Partnered with more than 225 supporters to raise $2,100,000 

towards our Mountains of Opportunity building campaign to 

expand and renovate your Ruby Sisson Library. 

 In April, we hosted our second annual The Library Affair and 

raised nearly $200,000 from the amazing event. 

 In May we hosted true crime author Ron Franscell, and learned 

about him through an interview with Archuleta County sheriff 

Mike LeRoux. 

 In June, we hosted professional storyteller Kathy Santopietro 

for Men for All Seasons in Story, with musical accompaniment 

by Sally Neel and her son, Robert. 

 In December we hosted our first Late Night at the Library Craft night, sponsored by Riff Raff 

Brewing Company. 

 We hosted three Friends of the Library book sales, two at the Ruby Sisson Library, and our large 

three-day sale at the Community United Methodist Church. 

 

 

Participants enjoy making a 

variety of crafts at our first Late 

Night at the Library craft night. 

“A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit its people.” 

~Andrew Carnegie, American industrialist and philanthropist 
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Thank you to everyone who donated to the Ruby Sisson Library Foundation & Friends 
in 2023.  We are moved by the community’s support of your local, public library. 
 

Alley House 

Archuleta County 

Archuleta School District 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Aspen House, Aspen Services 

Dennise Badell 

Jerry and Jeannette Baker 

Ballantine Family Fund 

Bank of Colorado 

Bank of the San Juans 

Rebecca Battles 

Michael Berg 

Steve Blechschmidt 

Gina Boaz 

Jo Bridges 

Jean Brittingham 

Bob and Robin Brobst 

Jon and Mozhdeh Bruss 

Adam Buttons 

Kent and Diane Byerly 

Andy and Paula Byra 

David and Mary Helen 

Cammack 

Mike and Jennifer Candelaria 

George and Debi Carey 

Terry and Kathy Carter 

Chelsea Casaceli 

Michael and Gaby Chapman 

Alice Chavez 

Rose Chavez 

Vernon and Alice Christie 

Bob and Jan Clinkenbeard 

Katie Cloudman and Frank 

Wiley 

Judy Collins 

Colorado Dream Homes 

Colorado Housing & Finance 

Authority 

Community First Foundation 

Community Foundation 

Serving Southwest Colorado 

Mary Jo Coulehan 

Bart and Jackie Cox 

Dean and Karen Cox 

Jason and Shelly Cox 

Eddie Dale 

Henry Daniel and Pam 

McGivern 

Dorothy Dawson 

John DeMarco & Bonni Pzola 

Tony and Annie DeMille 

The Den 

Mike and Marianne DeVooght 

Denver and Katie Dobbins 

Anthony and Ronnie Doctor 

Karl Doerzapf 

Becky and Jim Dorian 

James and Linda Dyke 

Charla Ellis 

Bob and Becky Endres 

Frank and Carolyn Estes 

Randi Everett 

Exit Realty Pagosa Springs 

Elaine Feeney 

First Southwest Bank 

Greg and Lisa Foss 

Rob and Lisa Foster 

Deborah Fox 

Terri Frahm 

Friends of the Library 

The Galabota Family 

Diane Galaty 

Kirk and Susan Geer 

Goodman’s Department Store 

Cindi Granquist 

Suzy Halterman 

Barbara Hanke 

Happy Trails Ladies Boutique 

Steve Hartvigsen and Deb 

Morton 

Jim and Debra Hepler 

Bill and Lorraine Hesselbach 

Jen Highum 

Chelsea Hilbrand 

Joyce Holdread 

Gracie Horras 

Jerry and Sandra Houston 

Bob and Carole Howard 

Jann C. Pitcher Real Estate 

Karl and Joanne Irons 

Zack Irons 

Karl and Kathy Isberg 

Neal Johnson  

Scott and Jan Johnson 

Ivy King 

Tiffany Kinne 

KWUF 

McKenna Keys 

Kathy Keyes and Kirsten 

Skeehan 

Jerome Jamison 

Mike Knapp 

Mary Kurt-Mason 

La Plata Electric Association 

Joann Laird 

Mark and Jennifer Langford 

Steve and Kathy Lemons 

Kirsten LeRoux 

Ross and Stacie Lewis 

Betty R. Lindner Foundation 

Brooks and Blue Lindner 

Bob, Jr. and Paula Lindner 

David Lindner 

Robert Lindner, Sr. 

Melanie Lorenzen 

Shelley Low 

Jim and Linda Lutomski 

Vic and Joanne Lucariello 

Elaine Lundergan 

Larry and Laura Lunsford 

Jim and Linda Lutomski 

Victoria MacBain 

Nicole Macomber 
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Wendy McAllister 

Larry and Margaret 

McClintock 

Lynne McCrudden 

Sylvia McDaniel 

Karmen McEachern 

Steve and Dee McPeek 

Andrew & Katherine McStay 

Veronica Medina 

Jen Meerdink 

Leighton MeKeal 

Dr. Laura Metallo & Cheryl 

Flynn 

Cynthia Mitchell 

Laura Moore 

Walt and Kim Moore  

Juli Morelock 

Mountain Light Music Fest. 

Sally Neel 

George and Karen Neill 

Linda Nicholson 

Julie Noland 

David and Anne Nordstrom 

Al and Karen Northrop 

Lassie Olin 

Todd and Jann Osmera 

Pagosa Brewing Company 

Pagosa Chiropractic 

Pagosa Country Center 

Pagosa Medical Group 

Pagosa Springs Area Chamber 

of Commerce 

Pagosa Springs Arts Council 

Pagosa Springs Medical 

Center 

Pagosa Springs SUN 

Sueyel Palma 

Jennifer Pap 

Jim and Arlene Payne 

Lisa Peters 

Ken and Shellie Peterson 

Breanna Pitcher 

Chris and Nicole Pitcher 

Davey and Roseanne Pitcher 

Jen Pitcher 

Kalei Pitcher 

Noel Pitcher Alexander 

Peter and Beatrice Pitcher 

Todd and Jann Pitcher 

Sam and Ruth Pittmon 

Ponderosa Lumber 

Jill Porterfield 

Rica Potenz 

Staci Prutsman 

Queen Bee Facial Studio 

RG Bank 

Dr. Jack Ramsey 

Michael and Nancy Ray 

David and Janet Richardson 

John and Helen Richardson 

Linda Richardson 

Richard Richardson 

Riff Raff Brewing Company 

Malcolm and Joan Rodger 

Ken Rogers 

Ann Rohrbacher 

Marty and Joni Rose 

Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs 

Roothouse Coffee 

Darrin Roush 

Steve and Joyce Ryan 

Esther Ryser 

Bill Salmansohn 

Alan and Grace Saltzstein 

Rick and Jan Santopietro 

Greg and Deborah Schulte 

Bob and Lisa Scott 

Scott Strategic Investments 

Carol Sheets 

Steve and Eleanor Sherr 

Josie Snow 

Theresa Snyder 

Socorro Senior Living 

Keith and Sherry Spears 

Will and Christie Spears 

The Springs Resort 

Ronald Stanke 

Tom and Ming Steen 

Lynnis Steinert 

Herbert and Charleen Stipe 

HK and JC Strahlendrof 

TBK Bank 

Craig and Marcie Taylor 

Sarah Taylor 

Paula Tennant 

Evelyn Tennyson 

Terry’s Ace Hardware 

William Thomas 

Cori Thompson 

Vicki Thompson 

Jack Threet 

Lance and Melissa Thornton 

Bill and Becky Todd 

Town of Pagosa Springs 

Two Old Crows 

Ronnie and Sherry Vanatta 

Mike and Renee Vanover 

Stephanie Wagner 

John and Sherry Waner 

Joan Ward 

Drs. Bill and Rhonda Webb 

Meg Wempe 

Jessica Wheeler 

Gary and Linda Williams 

Lvonne Wilson 

Wolf Creek Realty 

Wyndham 

Mike and Laura Young 

 

CON’T 2024 Donors to Library Foundation 


