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Crewel World Series by Gennifer Albin.  Incapable. Awkward. Artless. That's what the other girls 

whisper behind her back. But sixteen-year-old Adelice Lewys has a secret: She wants to fail. Gifted 

with the ability to weave time with matter, she's exactly what the Guild is looking for, and in the world 

of Arras, being chosen to work the looms is everything a girl could want. It means privilege, eternal 

beauty, and being something other than a secretary. It also means the power to manipulate the very 

fabric of reality. But if controlling what people eat, where they live, and how many children they have 

is the price of having it all, Adelice isn't interested. 

Shipbreaker by Paolo Bacigalupi. (Printz Award Winner)  In America's Gulf Coast region, 

grounded oil tankers are being broken down for parts by crews of young people. Nailer, a teenage 

boy, works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to make quota-and hopefully live to see 

another day. But when, by luck or by chance, he discovers an exquisite clipper ship beached during 

a recent hurricane, Nailer faces the most important decision of his life: Strip the ship for all it's worth 

or rescue its lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy girl who could lead him to a better life... (Sequel:  

The Drowned Cities) 

The Hunger Games Trilogy by Suzanne Collins.  In the ruins of a place once known as North 

America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. Long 

ago the districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender terms, each 

district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised event called, "The 

Hunger Games," a fight to the death on live TV. 

Mazerunner Series by James Dashner.  When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can 

remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone.  

Outside the towering stone walls that surround them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only 

way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the 

message she delivers is terrifying: Remember. Survive. Run. 

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher.  Incarceron is a prison so vast that it contains not only cells and 

corridors, but metal forests, dilapidated cities, and wilderness. It has been sealed for centuries, and 

only one man has ever escaped. Finn has always been a prisoner here. Although he has no 

memory of his childhood, he is sure he came from Outside. His link to the Outside, his chance to 

break free, is Claudia, the warden's daughter, herself determined to escape an arranged marriage. 

They are up against impossible odds, but one thing looms above all: Incarceron itself is alive... 

(Sequel:  Sapphique) 
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Proxy by Alex London.  Syd’s life is not his own. As a proxy he must to pay for someone else's 

crimes. When his patron Knox crashes a car and kills someone, Syd is branded and sentenced to 

death. The boys realize the only way to beat the system is to save each other so they flee. The

ensuing cross-country chase will uncover a secret society of rebels, test the boys' resolve, and shine 

a blinding light onto a world of those who owe and those who pay. (Sequel:  Guardian) 

The Giver by Lois Lowry. (Newberry Award Winner)  In a world with no poverty, no crime, no 

sickness and no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be 

the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as 

the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his utopian world and struggles against the weight 

of its hypocrisy. (Companion books:  Gathering Blue, The Messenger, and Son) 

Delirium Trilogy by Lauren Oliver.  In an alternate United States, love has been declared a 

dangerous disease, and the government forces everyone who reaches eighteen to have a

procedure called the Cure. Living with her aunt, uncle, and cousins in Portland, Maine, Lena 

Haloway is very much looking forward to being cured and living a safe, predictable life. She watched 

love destroy her mother and isn't about to make the same mistake. 

Divergent Trilogy by Veronica Roth.  One choice can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is 

divided into five factions—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), 

Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). Beatrice must choose between staying with her 

Abnegation family and transferring factions. Her choice will shock her community and herself. But 

the newly christened Tris also has a secret, one she's determined to keep hidden, because in this 

world, what makes you different makes you dangerous. 

Uglies Series by Scott Westerfeld.  Tally Youngblood lives in a futuristic society that acculturates 

its citizens to believe that they are ugly until age 16 when they'll undergo an operation that will 

change them into pleasure-seeking "pretties." Anticipating this happy transformation, Tally meets 

Shay, another female uglys, who disdains the false values and programmed conformity of the 

society and urges Tally to defect with her to the Smoke, a distant settlement of simple-living 

conscientious objectors. Tally declines, yet when Shay is found missing by the authorities, Tally is 

coerced by the cruel Dr. Cable to find her and her compatriots–or remain forever "ugly." 


