Sports Related Booklist
Fiction
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (JF ALEX, K)
12year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle
grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with
growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart
stopping climax proves a gamechanger for the entire family.
Boost by Kathy Mackel (YA FIC MACK, K)
Thirteenyearold Savvy's threepoint shot is deadly. But she gets pushed around on the basketball court. Her
older sister, Callie, is on varsity cheerleading, but she's not light enough to be a flier  her coveted position. Both
girls need to boost their level of competition to get into the action. How far are they willing to go to be the best?
After steroids are found in Savvy's bag, she claims they are not hers. Suddenly, accusations are flying.
Bruised by Sarah Skilton (YA FIC SKIL, S)
When Imogen, a sixteenyearold black belt in Tae Kwon Do, freezes during a holdup at a local diner, the
gunman is shot and killed by the police, and she blames herself for his death. Before the shooting, she believed
that her black belt made her stronger than everyone else—more responsible, more capable. But now that her
sense of self has been challenged, she must rebuild her life.
Darius & Twig by Walter Dean Myers (YA FIC MYER, W)
Darius and Twig are an unlikely pair: Darius is a writer whose only escape is his alter ego, a peregrine falcon
named Fury, and Twig is a middledistance runner striving for athletic success. But they are drawn together in
the struggle to overcome the obstacles that life in Harlem throws at them. The two friends must face down
bullies, an abusive uncle, and the idea that they'll be stuck in the same place forever.
Gym Candy by Carl Deuker (YA FIC DEUK, C)
Groomed by his father to be a star player, football is the only thing that has ever really mattered to Mick
Johnson, who works hard for a spot on the varsity team his freshman year, then tries to hold onto his edge by
using steroids, despite the consequences to his health and social life.
Out of the Pocket by Bill Konigsberg (YA FIC KONI, B)
As Bobby Framingham, quarterback of his high school football team, finally acknowledges to himself that he is
gay, events start to spin out of control when his sexual orientation is revealed in the student newspaper and
then in the local press, and he learns that his father has cancer.
Zeroboxer by Fonda Lee (YA FIC LEE*, F)
Boxing gets an upgrade to zero gravity in this futuristic outing. Living centuries in the future, Carr, at 17, has
dreams of winning the title. Carr is a zeroboxer, trading punches in a zeroG cube. After a few wins, Carr gets
a pay raise and a brandhelm to manage his career. However, he learns a secret that brings him close to a
criminal conspiracy, and he can't see a way out.

Sports Related Booklist
Non-Fiction
LGBTQ+ Athletes Claim the Field: Striving for Equality
by Kirsten CronnMills (YA 708.8 MIL, K)
In 2015, the world watched as soccer star Abby Wambach kissed her wife after the US women's
World Cup victory. Milwaukee Brewers' minor league first baseman David Denson came out as gay.
And Caitlyn (born Bruce) Jenner, an Olympic decathlete, came out as transgender. It hasn't always
been this way. Many great athletes have stayed in the closet their whole lives, or at least until
retirement. Social attitudes, institutional policies, and laws are slow to change, but they are catching
up. Together, athletes, families, educators, allies, and fans are pushing for competitive equity so that
every athlete, regardless of identity, can have the opportunity to play at their very best.
Eagle Blue: A Team, A Tribe, and A High School Basketball Season in Arctic Alaska
by Michael D'Orso (YA 796.323 D'OR, M)
Follows the Fort Yukon Eagles, winners of six regional championships in a row, through the course
of an entire 28game season, from their first day of practice in late November to the Alaska State
Championship Tournament in March.
Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team That Changed a Town
by Warren St. John (J 796.334 ST*, W)
Americaneducated Jordanian Luma Mufleh founds a youth soccer team comprised of children from
Liberia, Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Balkan states, and elsewhere in the refugee settlement town of
Clarkston, Georgia, bringing the children together to discover their common bonds as they adjust to
life in a new homeland.

