
LGBTQ+ Booklist
All Eyes on Us, by Kit Frick (YA FIC FRIC, K)
In alternate chapters, Amanda faces family pressure to marry Carter, knowing he cheats, and Paulina pretends to date Carter to
alleviate family and church pressure about being a lesbian.
 
The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson (YA FIC WILL, L)
David Piper has always been an outsider.  His parents think he's gay.  The school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best
friends know the real truth: David wants to be a girl.  On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal: to be invisible.
When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms.
 
Girls of Paper and Fire, by Natasha Ngan (YA FIC NGAN, N)
When Lei, seventeen, is stolen from her home to become one of nine Paper Girls, the Demon King's concubines, she proves to
be more fire than paper.  (Sequel: Girls of Storm and Shadow)
 
The Henna Wars, by Adiba Jaigirdar (YA FIC JAIG, A)
Nishat's parents say she can be anyone she wants--as long as she isn't a lesbian. Nishat doesn't want to lose her family, but she
also doesn't want to hide who she is, and it only gets harder once a childhood friend walks back into her life. 
 
If I Was Your Girl, by Meredith Russo (YA FIC RUSS, M)
Amanda Hardy is the new girl in school. Like anyone else, all she wants is to make friends and fit in. But Amanda is keeping a
secret, and she’s determined not to get too close to anyone.  But when she meets sweet, easygoing Grant, Amanda can’t help but
start to let him into her life. But Amanda’s terrified that once she tells him the truth, he won't be able to see past it.  Because the
secret that Amanda’s been keeping? It's that at her old school, she used to be Andrew.
 
A Line in the Dark, by Malinda Lo (YA FIC LO**, M)
When Chinese American teenager Jess Wong's best friend Angie falls in love with a girl from the nearby boarding school, Jess
expects heartbreak. But when everybody's secrets start to be revealed, the stakes quickly elevate from love or loneliness to life or
death.  (Other titles by this author:  Ash, Huntress)
 
The Meaning of Birds, by Jaye Robin Brown (YA FIC BROW, J)
Jess has always struggled with the fire inside her. But when she meets Vivi, everything changes. As they fall for each other, Vivi
helps Jess deal with her anger and pain and encourages her to embrace her artistic talent. When Vivi unexpectedly dies, Jess's
perfect world is erased.  Will Jess ever be able to forge a new path for herself without Vivi? 
 
Proxy, by Alex London (YA FIC LOND, A)
Syd’s life is not his own. As a proxy he must to pay for someone else's crimes. When his patron Knox crashes a car and kills
someone, Syd is branded and sentenced to death. The boys realize the only way to beat the system is to save each other so they
flee. The ensuing cross-country chase will uncover a secret society of rebels, test the boys' resolve, and shine a blinding light onto
a world of those who owe and those who pay.  
 
Redwood and Ponytail, by K.A. Holt (YA FIC HOLT, K)
Told in verse in two voices, with a chorus of fellow students, this is a story of two girls, opposites in many ways, who are drawn to
each other; Kate appears to be a stereotypical cheerleader with a sleek ponytail and a perfectly polished persona, Tam is tall,
athletic and frequently mistaken for a boy, but their deepening friendship inevitably changes and reveals them in ways they did not
anticipate.
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Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda, by Becky Albertalli (YA FIC ALBE, B)
Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school musical. But when an email falls into
the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. Now change-averse Simon has to find a way to step out of
his comfort zone before he's pushed out. (Also by this author:  Leah on the Off-beat.)
 
The Stars and the Blackness Between Them, by Junauda Petrus (YA FIC PETR, J)
Told in two voices, sixteen-year-old Audre and Mabel, both young women of color from different backgrounds, fall in love and
figure out how to care for each other as one of them faces a fatal illness.
 
Stay Gold, by Tobly McSmith (YA FIC MCSM, T)
Told in two voices, Pony, who is concealing his transgender identity at his new Texas high school, and Georgia, a cisgender
cheerleader counting the days until she graduates, develop a complicated relationship.
 
Symptoms of Being Human, by Jeff Garvin (YA FIC GARV, J)
Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And gender fluid. Some days Riley identifies as a boy, and others
as a girl. But Riley isn't exactly out yet. And between starting a new school and having a congressman father running for reelection
in über-conservative Orange County, the pressure—media and otherwise—is building up in Riley's life.
 
This is Kind of an Epic Love Story, by Kheryn Callendar (YA FIC CALL, K)
Budding screenwriter Nate, sixteen, finds his conviction that happy endings do not happen in real life sorely tested when his
childhood best friend and crush, Oliver James Hernandez, moves back to town.
 
Two Boys Kissing, by David Levithan (YA FIC LEVI, D)
A chorus of men who died of AIDS observes and yearns to help a cross-section of today's gay teens who navigate new love, long-
term relationships, coming out, self-acceptance, and more in a society that has changed in many way.  
 
We Contain Multitudes, by Sarah Henstra (YA FIC HENS, S)
Jonathan Hopkirk and Adam "Kurl" Kurlansky are partnered in English class, writing letters to one another in a weekly pen pal
assignment. With each letter, the two begin to develop a friendship that eventually grows into love. But with homophobia, bullying,
and devastating family secrets, Jonathan and Kurl struggle to overcome their conflicts and hold onto their relationship...and each
other.
 
What If It's Us? by Becky Albertalli & Adam Silvera (YA FIC ALBE, B)
Told in two voices, when Arthur, a summer intern from Georgia, and Ben, a native New Yorker, meet it seems like fate, but after
three attempts at dating fail they wonder if the universe is pushing them together or apart.
 
Where We Go From Here, by Lucas Rocha (YA FIC ROCH, L)
A novel about three gay friends in Brazil whose lives become intertwined in the face of HIV, for fans of Adam Silvera and Bill
Konigsberg.  
 
Will Grayson, Will Grayson, by John Green & David Levithan (YA FIC GREE, J)
One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, two teens – both names Will Grayson – are about to cross paths. As their
worlds collide and intertwine, the Will Graysons  find their lives going in new and unexpected directions, building toward romantic
turns-of-heart and the epic production of history’s most fabulous high school musical. 
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Bloom by Kevin Panetta (YA GRAPHIC BLOO)
Now that high school is over, Ari is dying to move to the big city with his ultra-hip band--if he can just persuade his dad to let him
quit his job at their struggling family bakery. Though he loved working there as a kid, Ari cannot fathom a life wasting away over
rising dough and hot ovens. But while interviewing candidates for his replacement, Ari meets Hector, an easygoing guy who loves
baking as much as Ari wants to escape it. As they become closer over batches of bread, love is ready to bloom...that is, if Ari
doesn't ruin everything.
 
Check Please!  #Hockey, by Ngozi Ukazu (YA GRAPHIC CHEC)
Eric Bittle may be a former junior figure skating champion, vlogger extraordinaire, and very talented amateur pt́issier, but being a
freshman on the Samwell University hockey team is a whole new challenge. It is nothing like co-ed club hockey back in Georgia!
First of all? There's checking (anything that hinders the player with possession of the puck, ranging from a stick check all the way
to a physical sweep). And then, there is Jack-- his very attractive but moody captain.  (Sequel: Sticks & Scones)
 
Fun Home, by Alison Bechdel (YA GRAPHIC FUN*)
Distant and exacting, Bruce Bechdel was an English teacher and director of the town funeral home, which Alison and her family
referred to as the Fun Home. It was not until college that Alison, who had recently come out as a lesbian, discovered that her father
was also gay. A few weeks after this revelation, he was dead, leaving a legacy of mystery for his daughter to resolve.
 
Kiss Number 8, written by Colleen Af Venable (YA GRAPHIC KISS)
Mads is pretty happy with her life. She goes to church with her family, and minor league baseball games with her dad. She goofs
off with her best friend Cat, and has thus far managed to avoid getting kissed by Adam, the boy next door. It's everything she
hoped high school would be... until all of a sudden, it's not.  Her dad is hiding something big--so big it could tear her family apart.
And that's just the beginning of her problems: Mads is starting to figure out that she doesn't want to kiss Adam... because the only
person she wants to kiss is Cat. 
 
Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me, by Mariko Tamaki (YA GRAPHIC LAUR)
Laura Dean, the most popular girl in high school, was Frederica Riley's dream girl: charming, confident, and SO cute. There's just
one problem: Laura Dean is maybe not the greatest girlfriend. Reeling from her latest break up, Freddy's best friend, Doodle,
introduces her to the Seek-Her, a mysterious medium, who leaves Freddy some cryptic parting words: break up with her. But Laura
Dean keeps coming back, and as their relationship spirals further out of her control, Freddy has to wonder if it's really Laura Dean
that's the problem.
 
Princeless:  Raven, The Pirate Princess, by Jeremy Whitley (YA GRAPHIC PRIN)
Fresh off her adventures in the pages of Princeless, Raven is ready to set out on her quest for revenge against her brothers.
They've stolen everything that should be hers and now she's going to get it back. But first, she needs a crew. Share the laughs,
action, and adventure as Raven assembles the fearless crew of awesome ladies who will help her get her revenge. (Series)
 
This One Summer, by Mariko Tamaki (YA GRAPHIC THIS)
Rose and her parents have been going to Awago Beach since she was a little girl. It's her summer getaway, her refuge. Her friend
Windy is always there, too, like the little sister she never had, completing her summer family. But this summer is different. It's a
summer of secrets and heartache, and it's a good thing Rose and Windy have each other.
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The 57 Bus, by Dashka Slater (YA 364 SLA, D)
 
All Boys Aren't Blue, by George Johnson (YA 306.76 JOH, G)
 
Being Jazz:  My Life as a (Transgender) Teen, by Jazz Jennings (YA 306.768 JEN, J)
 
Beyond Magenta:  Transgender Teens Speak Out, by Susan Kuklin (YA 306.76 KUK, S)
 
Brave Face, by Shaun David Hutchinson (YA 616.85 HUT, S)
 
Gay America:  Struggle for Equality, by Linas Alsenas (YA 306.76 ALS, L)
 
The Gender Quest Workbook:  A Guide for Teens and Young Adults Exploring Gender Identity, by Rylan Jay Testa PhD
(YA 306.768 TES, R)
 
It Gets Better:  Coming Out, Overcoming Bullying, and Creating a Life Worth Living, Edited by Dan Savage and Terry
Miller (YA 306.76 IT*)
 
The Letter Q: Queer Writers' Notes To Their Younger Selves, Edited by Sarah Moon (YA 306.76 LET)
 
Queer: The Ultimate LGBT Guide for Teens, by Kathy Belge (YA 306.76 BEL, K)
 
Rethinking Normal: A Memoir in Transition, by Katie Rain Hill (YA 306.76 HIL, K)
 
Some Assembly Required: The Not-So-Secret Life of a Transgender Teen, by Arin Andrews (YA 306.76 AND, A)
 
What if?: Answers to What It Means to be Gay and Lesbian, by Eric Marcus (YA 306.76 MAR, E)
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Drama by Raina Telgemeier (J GRAPHIC DRAM)
Callie loves theater. And while she would totally try out for her middle school's production of Moon over Mississippi, she can't really
sing. Instead she's the set designer for the drama department's stage crew, and this year she's determined to create a set worthy
of Broadway on a middle-school budget. But how can she, when she doesn't know much about carpentry, ticket sales are down,
and the crew members are having trouble working together? Not to mention the onstage AND offstage drama that occurs once the
actors are chosen. And when two cute brothers enter the picture, things get even crazier!
 
George by Alex Gino (JF GINO, A)
When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks
she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George
really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part . . . because she's a boy.
With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with a plan. Not just so she can be Charlotte -- but so everyone can know
who she is, once and for all.  (Other titles by this author: Rick)
 
Ivy Aberdeen's Letter to the World by Ashley Herring Blake (JF BLAK, A)
When a tornado rips through town, twelve-year-old Ivy Aberdeen's house is destroyed and her family of five is displaced. Ivy feels
invisible and ignored in the aftermath of the storm--and what's worse, her notebook filled with secret drawings of girls holding
hands has gone missing.  Mysteriously, Ivy's drawings begin to reappear in her locker with notes from someone telling her to open
up about her identity. Ivy thinks--and hopes--that this someone might be her classmate, another girl for whom Ivy has begun to
develop a crush. Will Ivy find the strength and courage to follow her true feelings?
 
Lily and Dunkin by Donna Gephart (JF GEPH, D)
Lily Jo McGrother, born Timothy McGrother, is a girl. But being a girl is not so easy when you look like a boy. Especially when
you're in the eighth-grade. Norbert Dorfman, nicknamed Dunkin Dorfman, is bipolar and has just moved from the New Jersey town
he's called home for the past thirteen years. This would be hard enough, but the fact that he is also hiding from a painful secret
makes it even worse. One summer morning, Lily Jo McGrother meets Dunkin Dorfman, and their lives forever change.  
 
The Witch Boy by Molly Ostertag (J GRAPHIC OSTE, M)
In thirteen-year-old Aster's family, all the girls are raised to be witches, while boys grow up to be shapeshifters. Anyone who dares
cross those lines is exiled. Unfortunately for Aster, he still hasn't shifted . . . and he's still fascinated by witchery, no matter how
forbidden it might be.When a mysterious danger threatens the other boys, Aster knows he can help -- as a witch. It will take the
encouragement of a new friend, the non-magical and non-conforming Charlie, to convince Aster to try practicing his skills. And it
will require even more courage to save his family . . . and be truly himself. (Sequel:  The Hidden Witch)
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